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SEATTLE BRANCH AAUW NEWSLETTER - COME JOIN US 

Come Join Us! 
 
Location: Best Western Plus Executive Inn, 200 Taylor Ave North,  
Seattle, WA 
Cost: $15 inclusive - No Charge for Students with ID (Reservations  
Required) 
Menu: Greek vegetable scramble, chilled fruit juice, roasted breakfast 
potatoes, and freshly brewed Caffe Vita coffee, decaffeinated coffee 
and tea and breakfast breads.  
Parking: Free in hotel garage. Members who park in the garage or 
hotel lot can sign the book at the front desk and give their name and 
license plate number. 10-hour curbside pay stations on Taylor and on 
Thomas at $1.50 per hour. Bus: #8 on Denny. 
 
Reservations required by Sunday, November 13, 2016 
Contact Pam Forsha at RSVP@aauw-seattle.org or check our website at 
www.aauw-seattle.org to pay in advance via PayPal. 

Saturday, November 19 - 9:30 AM 

Jeanne Kohl-Welles presents 

“Human Trafficking in Washington:  From the Historic 

Mercer Maids to Sexual Exploitation in Internet Ads” 

Best Western Plus Executive Inn 

200 Taylor Ave North 

Seattle, WA  98109  

And Next Month… 

Holiday Program & Branch 

Meeting 

 

Saturday, December 17, 2016 

AAUW-Seattle Meeting 

9:30-noon 

 

Seattle Yacht Club 

1807 E. Hamlin Street 

Seattle, WA 

This conversation, led by King County Councilmember and former State Senator Jeanne Kohl-Welles,  
offers historical, cultural, socioeconomic and public policy perspectives on human trafficking. We will  
explore complex questions related to the ethics and public policy around this issue, past and present. We 
will face misbeliefs about human trafficking, confronting the facts that human trafficking does take place 
in Washington and that the U.S. is not just a destination country but also a source and transit country for 
trafficking. Finally, we will examine what is being done to intervene and prevent human trafficking,  
including new laws, innovative law enforcement approaches and actions being taken by human rights  

groups. 

http://www.aauw-seattle.org
mailto:RSVP@aauw-seattle.org
http://www.aauw-seattle.org
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This newsletter is a publication 

of the 

Seattle Branch of the AAUW 

Mission Statement  

The Seattle Branch American  

Association of University Women  

advances equity for women and 

girls through advocacy, education, 

philanthropy, and research. 

Value Promise 

By joining AAUW, we belong to a 

community that breaks through ed-

ucational and economic barriers so 

that all women have a fair chance. 

Diversity Statement  

In principle and in practice, AAUW 
values and seeks a diverse  

membership.  
 

There shall be no barriers to full 
participation in this organization on 

the basis of  

gender, race, creed, age, sexual 
orientation, national origin or  

disability. 

Leadership Corner — Renée  Agatsuma 

 
As I sat down to write this column, I thought of 
two things: school and about the direction of the 
country and how those converge. I just started a 
new job teaching at an alternative high school in 
Federal Way; my students have come to the 
school because they wanted a smaller  
environment or they were not successful in other 
schools. I love the diversity in the school, and  
realized how much I missed it in my time in  
graduate school and in Seattle (the contrast hits 
me when I’m walking home and realize how very 
white Seattle is, especially compared to some  
cities further south). 
 
Secondly, I know that by the time this column comes out, the  
election will nearly be over, but right now I feel some anxiety. The 
final debate was last night, and I found I couldn’t watch it due to  
being frustrated with the entire system, but also not feeling as  
engaged as I had been in the past, despite the somewhat historical 
nature of this election. It wasn’t until I had a conversation with one 
of my students that I realized how these two ideas combine. 

 

During all the past presidential elections, I have never been working 
in schools where students seemed so disengaged from the system. 
When I talked to one of my juniors, who had just turned 18, about 
voting, he told me that both candidates were liars and that his vote 
wouldn’t matter. I know that disillusioned voters are nothing new, 
but I feel as if this generation of students (Generation Z) seems more 
frustrated than groups of students in the past. And why not? Income 
inequality is growing. Black men and women are shot by police and it 
feels as if nothing is done about it. There is violence in my students’ 
communities and they do not feel safe.  

 

I believe all of these issues are feminist issues and I come at it from 
an intersectional feminist lens. The feminist movement, led mostly 
by middle or upper-middle class, able-bodied, cis (short for cis-
gender, which means a person’s self-identified gender matches the 
sex they were assigned at birth) white women, has left out women of 
color, LGBTQ women, and others. Intersectional feminism acknowl-
edges that race, class, gender, and sexuality can’t be excluded from 
our feminism. I believe we are living in a new Civil Rights movement 
and that Black Lives Matter is a very important part of that. I have 
seen how energized my students get when these issues that are  
confronting them are acknowledged and this intersectionality is 
something I believe that we need to fight for. These identity issues 
intersect; while I may be disadvantaged in one area, I have privilege 
in another. I believe it is important for AAUW to work towards a more 
inclusive intersectional feminism and that moving this way might  
encourage other younger women to come along with us—starting right 
here in Seattle Branch. (For more information, see http://
everydayfeminism.com/2015/01/why-our-feminism-must-be-

intersectional/). 

Start saving stuff to donate and bring 

to the December branch meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

Planned Parenthood is celebrating its 
100th anniversary. On October 16, 
1916, Margaret Sanger — together 
with her sister Ethel Byrne and fellow 
activist Fania Mindell — open a birth 
control clinic in Brownsville, Brook-
lyn, NY.  Sanger, Byrne, and Mindell 
provide birth control information and 
advice to women, many of whom line 

up down the block. 

http://everydayfeminism.com/2015/01/why-our-feminism-must-be-intersectional/
http://everydayfeminism.com/2015/01/why-our-feminism-must-be-intersectional/
http://everydayfeminism.com/2015/01/why-our-feminism-must-be-intersectional/
http://www.marysplaceseattle.org/support-us/share-your-stuff/
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/
http://www.marysplaceseattle.org/
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/
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Voting Matters – Gay Armsden 
  

As part of AAUW’s It’s My Vote project, Gay Armsden, Ann 

Dennis, Fiona Goodchild, Tonna Kutner, Cynthia Nash, and 

Judy Waring spent time at three college campuses, a town 

center, and a Northgate restaurant helping people register 

to vote or answering questions about eligibility and even 

about why to vote. They registered 101 new voters and 

handed out many information cards that they had created so that hurried students could go online later to 

register or update their address. At South Seattle College, two members teamed up with the League of 

Women Voters of Seattle-King County and two other members were interviewed for the Shoreline  

Community College student newspaper (http://theebbtide.com/2016/10/voter-registration-how-to-and-

why-you/ ). A report on this project was submitted to AAUW national, per their request. 

 

If you haven’t already sent in your ballot, keep in mind that there are at least three Initiatives related to 

issues on AAUW’s public priorities list, namely: I-1433, gradually raising 

the minimum wage (which affects women more than men, especially 

women of color); I-1491, restricting firearm access in extreme-risk  

protection orders (relevant to victims of domestic violence); and I-735, 

urging the WA congressional delegation to take action that would  

overturn Citizens United (AAUW has lobbied for support of The Democracy 

for All Constitutional Amendment (S.J. Res 19), which would address 

problems created by Citizens United). 

  

There are some critical decisions to be made in voting for State Supreme 
Court Judges. For information on the candidates, visit the websites for 
the King Co. Bar Assoc. http://www.kcba.org/judicial/
ratings/2016_ratings.aspx  and Voting for Judges (in WA) http://
www.votingforjudges.org/16gen/supreme/index.html. 

College-University Partnership - Renée Agatsuma 

The school year at the University of Washington is in full swing! AAUW-Seattle looks forward to another 
productive year partnering with the Women’s Center, whose mission is “to create a more inclusive and 
compassionate society by promoting gender equity and social justice through educational programs and 
services that allows all participants to succeed in life. Women’s rights are human rights.  We envision a 

society where women and men work together to transform social norms.”  

The Women’s Center’s many programs help meet the diverse needs of students connected with the  
University through the $tart $mart Program, Alene Moris NEW Leadership, and the Gala in early 2017, 
among others. Many of our members have also been involved in the incredible Making Connections  
program. This tutoring program pairs high school girls with mentors and tutors, that help prepare them for 
college and careers choices with a focus on STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math). Tutors will 
read college essays, help a student with math, science, history, English or other subjects, and help  
students understand the financial aid process. Making Connections is seeking more tutors and mentors! If 
you are interested in working with our partner, the Women’s Center, as a tutor or mentor, you can fill out 
an application at the Making connections website: (http://depts.washington.edu/womenctr/programs/
making-connections/ ) and check out the great video about the Making Connections Program and the  

difference they’re making. 

AAUW members signing up voters! 

http://theebbtide.com/2016/10/voter-registration-how-to-and-why-you/
http://theebbtide.com/2016/10/voter-registration-how-to-and-why-you/
http://www.kcba.org/judicial/ratings/2016_ratings.aspx
http://www.kcba.org/judicial/ratings/2016_ratings.aspx
http://www.votingforjudges.org/16gen/supreme/index.html
http://www.votingforjudges.org/16gen/supreme/index.html
http://depts.washington.edu/womenctr/programs/making-connections/
http://depts.washington.edu/womenctr/programs/making-connections/
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AAUW Seattle October Board Meeting Summary—Lynn Dissinger 

AAUW National has confirmed that the Mary Lou Hughes Grant Fund is fully endowed! Thanks to all who 

contributed and allowed this to benefit grantees ahead of schedule. 

Lynn Dissinger will chair the Nominating Committee for elections in May 2017 for the positions of:  

President, VP of Programs, and Secretary and is seeking volunteers to serve on the committee.  

Barbara Sando has incorporated mandated bylaw changes into the branch’s bylaws that Gay Armsden will 

review before the Board votes to implement. The Board did approve the continuation of membership  

reciprocity for those members who move to the area and join the Seattle branch midway through a  

membership year. 

The Finance VP Co-Chairs will be meeting with 501 Commons to take over some of the financial reporting 

duties. This will reduce the responsibilities and workload associated with this elected position. 

Planning for future monthly programs continues.  The Board is also seeking members who would like to 

serve on the Program Committee to help brainstorm and plan future events. 

It’s My Vote, I Will Be Heard efforts to increase voter registration, particularly among Millennials, was a 

success.  Over 100 new voters were registered at events at South Seattle College, Seattle Central College 

and Shoreline College. 

Board meetings are open to all branch members.  Please contact Secretary@aauw-seattle.org if you’re  

interested in attending. 

Mary Lou Hughes R&P Grant Fund #4362 fully endowed! - Barbara Sando  
 

Thanks to generous contributions from Seattle and Highline Branch members, as well 

as from AAUW members across Washington State, the Mary Lou Hughes Research &  

Projects Grant Fund #4362 is now fully endowed! The Fund was established in late 

2011 when our beloved longtime member Mary Lou Hughes passed away. In just five 

years, dedicated fundraising efforts resulted in the Fund reaching the $75,000 amount 

needed for the Grant to be established. The Mary Lou 

Hughes R&P Grant will now be awarded to deserving 

applicants each and every year well into the future.   

 

Research and Projects Grants include Career  

Development Grants and Community Action 

Grants. AAUW is one of the world’s largest sources of 

funding for graduate women, AAUW is providing more 

than $3.7 million in funding for more than 230  

fellowships and grants to outstanding women and  

nonprofit organizations in the 2016–17 academic year. 

If you know of anyone who may be interested in  

applying for either of these types of grants, please 

refer them to Educational Funding and Awards for 

more information and application information.   

 

mailto:Secretary@aauw-seattle.org
http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/educational-funding-and-awards/
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At the October Branch Meeting… Penny Tetter 

Composer/pianist Amy Rubin gave a fascinating and fun interactive presentation to nearly 30 members 

and guests at our October Branch meeting. Amy spoke about women composers, referring to them as 

"Our Buried Treasures." Amy presented portraits of past and present women composers, played parts of 

their compositions, both on her computer and on her electronic keyboard, and relayed stories about 

their interesting lives. She commented that sadly, but perhaps not surprisingly, most women composers 

of the 1700 and 1800's were not recognized. Even today, compositions that might be heard on classic  

music radio attributed to Mendelssohn would likely not be assumed to be from Fanny Mendelssohn, but 

from her brother Felix. Likewise, compositions attributed to Schumann, would be assumed to be written 

by husband Robert rather than wife Clara. Little is known about these historic women composers in many 

cases, and many great compositions may be lost in attics or buried forever. 

Amy Rubin also reported that while more women than men earn their degrees in music composition, only 

about 3% of top tier jobs in this field are currently held by women composers, a statistic similar to that 

in many other fields. The good news is that things are changing for the better. The changes are still 

slow, but not as slow as they were previously. And, Amy told us that we can help make a positive  

difference. By being aware of women composers, and supporting their endeavors in our community, we 

can foster change.  Amy concluded by pointing us to applicable resources available. Check out her  

website at http://amydrubin.com/. 

Nominating Committee – Lynn Dissinger 

The Nominating Committee is forming for upcoming Branch elections in May 2017. Lynn Dissinger has taken 

on the role of Nominating Committee chair and is seeking a few volunteers to serve on the committee.  

Responsibilities include brainstorming on candidates for elected positions and making calls to prospective 

candidates. The positions to be filled are President, Vice President of Programs, and Secretary, each for a 

2-year term. We would love to have branch members who are not currently serving on the Board join this 

committee. Don’t feel you have to be asked before considering a position, if you are interested finding out 

more about these positions, contact Lynn at: ld@aauw-seattle.org. The Committee members may not be 

aware of your interest and would hate to overlook a member who would like to be more involved in branch 

leadership. It’s a minimal workload and a great way to get involved. 

Branch members “conducting” the music. Branch members with speaker Amy Rubin (middle). 

http://amydrubin.com/
mailto:ld@aauw-seattle.org
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2016-2017 Branch Directory Distributed – Judy Waring 

 
Members who renewed their membership by October 16th are included in the 2016-2017 directo-
ry. Directories were given to members who were present at our October 22nd branch meeting. Those not 
present will receive their directory by mail. Please check to see if your entry is correct. If not, please  
notify Judy Waring at membership@aauw-seattle.org. If you didn’t renew your dues, it’s not too late to 
pay dues for 2016-2017—contact Judy for instructions.   
 
You will notice that the new directory doesn’t include the list of past branch presidents. That list can be 
found on our web site under the “about” tab where you’ll also find our branch history and other  
information about our branch(http://seattle-wa.aauw.net/branch-presidents/). 

Art Smart visits Weather Diaries Exhibit at Nordic Heritage Museum – Ann Dennis 

It was a triple treat when the Art Smart interest group visited the Nordic Heritage 
Museum in Ballard for their October outing, which was arranged by member Bev 
Fogle. The first treat was visiting the three-story 1907 historic school building that 
houses the Nordic museum. It is the only museum in the United States that  
celebrates all five of the Nordic countries: Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and 
Sweden, according to spokesperson, Jan Colbrese. The museum’s collection focuses 
on The Great Migration, when nearly one quarter of the Nordic population left their 
home countries during the beginning of the 20th century. Anyone wishing to visit the museum while it is 
housed in the school building should go fairly soon because work has begun on a new building on Market 

Street in downtown Ballard. The move is expected to take place in 2018. 

The second treat was visiting the “Weather Diaries” photographic and fashion show that is currently on  
exhibit in the museum. A recent Seattle Times reviewer recently described the show as “eerie, edgy, and 
entirely unexpected.” That is an understatement. The show, which was commissioned by Nordic House 
Reykjavik, features large-scale photographs and fashion designs intended to be interpretations of the wild 

weather in the northern islands. It was very dramatic. 

The third treat was a group walk to Picolinos Deli for a delicious lunch and good discussion. 

Next month we are likely to go to the Yves St. Laurens exhibit. If you would like to join the Art Smart  

interest group next month, contact Ann Dennis at ad@aauw-seattle.org to be included on the email list. 

Book Interest Group – Marianne North 

The next book we have selected is From Silk to Silicone by Jeffrey E. Garten. The book 
chronicles the story of globalization, the most powerful force in history, as told through 
the life and times of ten people who changed the world by their singular, spectacular  
accomplishments. The next meeting of the book group will take place on Tuesday,  
November 22nd at 2:00 in the Lake Forest Park Commons conference room (2nd fl.). Contact  
Marianne North (see the directory) if you have questions about the group or the location of 
meetings. 

Tech Trek Basket Raffle - Tonna Kutner 
At our Holiday Program meeting on December 17

th
, we will once again conduct a Basket Raffle 

fundraiser with all proceeds going towards our Tech Trek program. The Basket Raffle is always a 
lot of fun, and baskets get donated for the raffle with various themes. In the past, we’ve had wine 

baskets, tea baskets, book baskets, spa baskets, an Italian basket, a doggy basket, a 
picnic basket – just to name a few. If you are interested in putting together a basket for 
the raffle, please contact Tech Trek chair, Tonna Kutner at techtrek@aauw-seattle.org 
by November 15

th
. We appreciate knowing in advance who will be bringing a basket, 

even though the basket itself can be brought directly to the December meeting. 

Art Smart at lunch. 

http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/5?session_redirect=true&userinfo=e3bf6bdcebeec0d300fb19193dab61fd&count=1477138705&cf=syn&randid=31246157
http://seattle-wa.aauw.net/branch-presidents/
mailto:ad@aauw-seattle.org
http://techtrek-wa.aauw.net
mailto:techtrek@aauw-seattle.org
http://techtrek-wa.aauw.net/
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AAUW-Seattle Branch Officers 2016-2017 

 Elected 
 

President:  
Barbara Sando president@aauw-seattle.org 

 

 Finance co-VPs:  
Lynn Dissinger, Pat Dubrow, & Tonna Kutner 

finco@aauw-seattle.org 
 

 

Programs VP:  
Penny Tetter - programs@aauw-seattle.org  

 

Membership VP:  
Judy Waring membership@aauw-seattle.org 

 
 Secretary: 

 Fiona  Goodchild - secretary@aauw-seattle.org 
 

Appointed  
 
  

 Web Site: Heather Dohan  

 website@aauw-seattle.org  

 Catalyst Newsletter Editor: 

 Heather Dohan - catalyst@aauw-seattle.org 

 Public Policy: 

 Gay Armsden - publicpolicy@aauw-seattle.org 

 AAUW Funds: 

 Barbara Sando -aauw-funds@aauw-seattle.org 

 College/University Relations: 

 Renée Agatsuma - c-u@aauw-seattle.org 

Scholar Recognition: 

Renée Agatsuma - scholars@aauw-seattle.org 

Tech Trek: 

 Tonna Kutner – TechTrek@aauw-seattle.org 

Pam Forsha– Outreach 
outreach@aauw-seattle.org 

   

Board Members at Large 

Lynn Dissinger - ld@aauw-seattle.org 

 

Member News: 

Laila Adams attended an October Road Scholar program on 
"Signature City Cleveland: Renaissance in the Rust Belt." She 
thoroughly enjoyed the week-long educational  
experience. Then she remained in Cleveland an extra day to 
visit with her granddaughter who is a psychology major at 
Case Western Reserve University. 
 
Gay Armsden took a week-long “leaf-
peeping” trip in NH, MA, and ME 
(where she grew up). She says the trip 
was perfectly timed - blue skies  
prevailed, and they were really wowed 
by the sea of color in the mountains. 
 
Judy Campbell has begun a 3 quarter certificate program in 
genealogy and family history, an evening series of courses at 
the University of Washington: https://www.pce.uw.edu/
certificates/genealogy-and-family-history. 
 
In late September, Pam Forsha and her husband Brian  
traveled to Scotland for a 2 1/2 week vacation--Pam's first 
adventure off our Continent. They spent three days  
exploring Glasgow's museums, gorgeous cathedrals and  
ancient cemeteries. Then the next 10 days were spent  
touring the Outer Hebrides and final three days were spent 
touring Edinburgh's castles, palaces, and quaint shops. While 
on the tour, (http://www.menofworth.com/) they stayed in 
villages on the Isle of Lewis and the Isle of Harris,  
experiencing the local life through the music, food,  
language, history, and enjoying their warm and open  
hospitality.  

 
Tonna Kutner visited Las Vegas where 
she’s at a singing competition and in 
her spared found some costumed  
characters. 
 
Barbara Sando traveled to the Boston area in late  
September. The Freedom Trail and other historical sites 
were highlights, as well as having the chance to visit her 
nephew at his Northeastern University campus. 
 
Penny Tetter and her husband Jack spent 25 days on  
vacation beginning with visits with Jack's relatives in Indiana 

and Wisconsin. Then they boarded the Princess 
Cruise out of Quebec for a cruise with stops in 
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick; 
Bar Harbor, Maine; Boston, Mass; and Newport, 
Rhode Island before arriving New York. There they 
visited the 9/11 Memorial and Museum, the  
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and saw two  
musicals:  "Get On Your Feet", and "The Carol King 

Story". 

Connect with us! 

mailto:president@aauw-seattle.org
mailto:finco@aauw-seattle.org
mailto:tetterp@comcast.net
mailto:membership@aauw-seattle.org
mailto:website@aauw-seattle.org
mailto:catalyst@aauw-seattle.org
mailto:publicpolicy@aauw-seattle.org
mailto:aauw-funds@aauw-seattle.org
mailto:adennis11041@gmail.com
mailto:scholars@aauw-seattle.org
mailto:TechTrek@aauw-seattle.org
mailto:ld@aauw-seattle.org
https://www.pce.uw.edu/certificates/genealogy-and-family-history
https://www.pce.uw.edu/certificates/genealogy-and-family-history
http://www.menofworth.com/
http://seattle-wa.aauw.net/
http://seattle-wa.aauw.net


Seattle Branch AAUW 
16921 28th Ave SW 
Seattle, WA 98166-3207 
Address Service Requested 

Upcoming Events... 

Date Day Time Location Program 

Nov. 14, 2016 Monday 6:30pm Contact Secretary 

(secretary@aauw-

seattle.org) for location. 

Branch Board Meeting 

Nov. 19, 2016 Saturday 9:30am Best Western Plus 

Executive Inn 

Branch Meeting-Jeanne Kohl-

Welles - “Human Trafficking in 

Washington” 

Dec. 17, 2016 Saturday 9:30am Seattle Yacht Club Branch Meeting-Holiday Program 

Jan. 21, 2017 Saturday 9:30am Best Western Plus 

Executive Inn 

Branch Meeting - “Carolyn 

Koehnline-”Confronting Clutter” 

Jan. 30, 2017 Monday  Olympia, WA Lobby Day 

Feb. 18, 2017 Saturday 9:30am Best Western Plus 

Executive Inn 

TBA 

March 11, 2017 Saturday 9am—4pm South Seattle College 6000 

16th AVE SW  98106  

International Women's Day 2017  

March 22, 2017 Wednesday 5:30pm Best Western Plus 

Executive Inn 

Branch Meeting—Leigh McMillan, 

winemaker & co-owner of Wel-

come Road Winery 

April 19, 2017 Wednesday 7:00pm Best Western Plus 

Executive Inn 

Scholar Recognition 


